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Study on the Image Features of Sumuzhe

Dance Costumes from the Perspective of Semiotics

WANG Xiao-ya, QIAO Hong”
(School of Fashion and Design Arts, Sichuan Normal University, Chengdu 610000, China)

Abstract: The music and dance images on the Buddha relic box were unearthed in Kuche, Xinjiang in 1903, which provided image
data for the study of the Western Region music and dance "Sumuzhe" and its costume culture. The textual research was based on his-
torical documents, images and unearthed objects. Based on semiotic theoretical methods, the characteristics and cultural connotation
of Sumuzhe dance costumes was analyzed. Through analysis and research, it was believed that the "Sumuzhe" music and dance cos-
tumes firstly showed the characteristics of the costumes of the Western Regions; Secondly, the masks such as "monkey head, dog
head, general" and other masks worn by the dancers symbolized the cultural connotation of "exorcising ghosts and eliminating disas-
ters"; Third, the initial form of singing and dancing and dramatic costumes influenced the formation of music, dance and dramatic
costumes after the Tang Dynasty. Through the analysis of Sumuzhe music and dance costumes, it was expected to make some supple-
ments and reflections on the study of Western Region music and dance costumes on the Silk Road.

Key words: Buddhist Relics; Sumuzhe; costume; cultural connotation



